
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Six: The Death & Resurrection of Jesus
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Matthew 26:36-39; 27:15-22; Mark 14:53-65; 16:1-6; Luke 22:47-50; John 19:17-19
A
fter Jesus and His disciples left the house where they had eaten the Passover, they went out of the city to a garden, called Gethsemane. Going further into the garden He took Peter, James, and John and told them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me” (Matt. 26:38). Jesus knew that He was about to die and felt the anguish which anyone would feel in the face of death. He prayed that God might allow another way to redeem man, but declared obediently, “not as I will, but as you will” (Matt, 26:39). We might wish there was another way to obey God, but we must as Jesus did, obey God anyway.

While Jesus was in the garden, Judas came with a company of soldiers and greeted Jesus (Matt, 26:49). The soldiers asked if He was Jesus of Nazareth and he identified himself to them (John 18:5). As they started to seize Him, Peter drew out his sword and struck one of the men cutting off his ear. Jesus rebuked Peter and miraculously put the man’s ear back whole (John 18:10). Jesus then allowed the soldiers to take Him away, and His disciples fled in fear.


Jesus was brought before the Jewish leaders who had assembled for an unusual night meeting at the house of Caiaphas, the High priest. Jesus was questioned, and false witnesses were brought in to testify about Him.  While Jesus remained silent during much of His trial when asked if He was the Christ, He declared powerfully, “I am” (Mark 14:62). The leaders condemned Jesus to death and sent Him away to the Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate. Pilate knew that it was envy which led the Jewish leaders to condemn Jesus, so he questioned Jesus, then sent Him to Herod (since Jesus was from Galilee). Herod hoped that Jesus would perform some miracle for him.  When Jesus didn’t, Herod sent Him back to Pilate (Luke 23:6-12)..


When Jesus returned to Pilate, the procurator tried a number of things to appease the Jewish leaders. He had Jesus scourged, a form of beating which often resulted in death itself. The Jewish leaders still demanded His death. He then offered to release Jesus or a criminal named Barabbas as an act of mercy during the feast. The crowd chose Barabbas, and demanded that Jesus be crucified. Pilate, in front of the crowd washed his hands, to show that he was “innocent of the blood of this just Person” (Matt. 27:24). Jesus was then led away to be crucified.


Jesus was taken outside of the city to a place called Golgatha meaning “place of the skull.” There He was crucified with two criminals on each side of Him. Above His head was placed the inscription, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (John 19:19). While this was meant to deride Him, it accurately described who He was. During the agonizing hours in which Jesus suffered and died, He purchased with His shed blood, the redemption of His kingdom of saints, comprised of those who would follow Him in truth. After Jesus died He was buried in a tomb provided by a Jewish leader named Joseph. Together with Nicodemus, Joseph buried Him, and Pilate set guards to watch the tomb (John 19:38-42). This tomb did not hold Jesus. After three days, on the first day of the week Jesus rose from the dead (Mark 16:1-6).
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	36
	Amos 5-9
	Obadiah
	Jonah
	Micah
	Nahum
	Habbakuk
	Zephaniah


Study Questions
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1.  What three disciples went with Jesus further into the garden  


(Matt. 26:38)?

2.  Is it wrong for man to want something different from what  God commands, so long as he submits to God’s will (cf. Matt. 26:39)?


3.  What did the disciples do while Jesus prayed (Matt. 26:45)?
4.  How did Judas identify Jesus to the soldiers (Luke 22:48)?

5.  Fill-in the blanks from Mark 14:62: “And _______ said, ‘I _____. And you will ____ the Son of ____ sitting at the _____ ______ of the Power, and coming with the _____ of heaven.’” (NKJV).

6.  What did Pilate know was the cause of the Jewish leaders’ desire to condemn Jesus (Mark 15:10)?


7.  Why did Pilate send Jesus to Herod (Luke 23:7)?

8.  What did Herod hope to see from Jesus (Luke 23:8?

9.  What two things did Pilate do to try and appease the Jewish leaders? 1)


__________________________ 2) 


10.  What did Pilate do to dismiss himself of responsibility in Jesus’ death?


11.  What did Pilate have written about above Jesus on the cross (John 19:19)?



How did the Jews respond to this (John 19:20-22)?


12.  Who told the women that Jesus was written (Mark 16:5)?




Key Passage: “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.’” (John 18:36, NKJV). 
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